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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The lisling of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 



~'L (Qfi^mat Ciiirentlv Amended) In a computing system thai includes a display 
screen that is capable of displaying a variety of types of media, a method for providing a 
dynamically controllable user interface that embraces the variety of types of media, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

displaying a menu system on the display screen, wherein the menu system 
includes first and second categories selectable by a viewer; 

displaying the first catcgoiy at a selected location of the display screen; and 
ttpen -in response to r eceiving t m - input conunand corr oo ponding to a selection of 
the second category by the viewer, ratcb e t -i ng tho first cat e gory from the Dolootod - po s ition 
GO as to automatically g <»plaoc replacinfi^ the first category with the second category at the 
selected position of the display screen, 

2, (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of displaying the 
first category is performed by a preset, default setting. 

3, (Original) A method as recited in claim 1^ wherein the act of displaying the 
first category is performed upon receipt of a first input command, wherein the first input 
command is received prior to the input command corresponding to the selection of the second 
category by the viewer. 

4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of displaying a 
menu system includes displaying tlie first and second categories in a hierarchical order. 

5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first category 
corresponds to a first type of media and the second category corresponds to a second type of 
media, and wherein tlie first type of media is different from the second type of media. 



Page 3 of 12 



PAGE 7/16' RCVD AT 4/20/2004 4:08:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



APR-20-04 TUE 02:09 Pti WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO, 




3281707 



Applicatioii No. 09/887,609 

Amendment "A" Jatcd April 20, 2004 

jRcply lo Office Aciion inailwi Fcboiary 5. 2004 



6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 5. wherein the first type of media 
includes television progi*amining, and wherein the second type of media includes a web page. 

7, (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the act of displaying the 
first category includes displaying one or more subcategories corresponding to the firsX category. 

8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the one or more 
subcategories arc capable of scrolling horizontally. 

9, (Original) A method as recited in claim 7. wherein the first category 
coiresponds to a first type of media. 



10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein one of the one or more 
subcategories corresponding to the first category includes a selectable option that performs a 
function specific to the first type of media, 

11. ' (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, wherein one of the one or more 
subcategories corresponding to tlie first category includes a selectable option that initiates an 
application corresponding to a third type of media. 

12. (Original) A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the act of 
displaying the first type of media in a background display of the display screen while the menu 
system is displayed in a foreground display of the display screen and the selected position 
remains constant. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the act of 
automatically replacing includes replacing a display of the one or more subcategories 
corresponding to the first category with a display of one or more subcategories corresponding to 
tlie second categor y within the selected position . 
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14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the second category 
corresponds to a second type of media. 

15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, wherein one of the one or more 
subcategories corresponding to the second category includes a selectable option that performs a 
function specific to the second type of media, 

16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, wherein one of the one or more 
subcategories corresponding to the second category includes a selectable option that initiates an 
application corresponding to a third type of media. 

17. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, further comprising the act of 
displaying die second type of media in a background display of the display screen while the 
menu system is displayed in a foreground display of the display screen and the selected position 
remains constant. 
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18. ( Qripuia l Currciitlv Atr>endcd) A dynamically controllable menu system for use 
with a display screen that provides options selectable by a user to perform one or more functions 
on a variety of different types of media, the menu system comprising: 

a plurality of categories displayed on the display screen, wherein the categories 
are capable of ratcheting such that any category from the plurality of categories that is 
selected by a user is automatically d isplayed at a selected location on the display screen, 
in response to being selected, while having the selected position remain constant; and 

a plurality of subcategories corresponding to the plurality of categories, wherein 
the only subcategories displayed on the display screen at a given instant in time are the 
one or more subcategories corresponding to the selected category displayed at the 
selected position on the display screen at the given instant in time. 

19. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 18, wherein the plurality of 
categories includes a first category specific to programming, a second category specific to the 
Internet, and a third category specific to eleclTonic commimication. 

20. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 19, wherein the subcategories 
corresponding to the first, second and third categories respectively allow a user to launch a 
function to modify a display of programming, modify a display of a web page, and participate in 
electronic conmiunication. 

21. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 20, wherein subcategories 
corresponding to the third category allows a user to participate in electronic communication 
while at least one of programming or a web page is displayed on the display screen. 

22. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 18, wherein at least one of the 
subcategories launches an application that provides current information on a selectable topic. 
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23. (Oiig mfttCurrentlv Amended) A menu system for use in a computing system that 
includes a variety of options available to a user for controlling a variety of media, the menu 
system comprising: 

a contextual option, which upon selection, controls an aspect of media displayed 
on a display device; and 

a static option, which upon selection, executes a mini application while displaying 
the media on the display device, wherein the contextual option and the static option are 
organized in a categorical order that includes a plurality of categories, and th e ordor - is 
^Pp^Kl^ nf rntrtintiri^ npr > n ^ roAmpt nf ur . or inputeuoh that a wherein each catefiorv of4h e 
«Ed«^that is selected by the user is automatically d isplayed at a selected position on the 
display screen , in response to being selected bv a user, and such that a category that is not 
displayed at the selected position automatically replaces a categ ory that is being 
displayed at the selected position in response to being selected , 

24. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 23, wherein subcategories 
correspond to . the categories, and wherein the subcategories arc selectable to a user to 
independently perform functions on a variety of different types of media. 

25. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 24, wherein the variety of 
different types of media includes programming, web pages, and electronic communication. 

26. (Original) A menu system as recited in claim 24, wherein the categories are 
displayed in a foreground display on a display screen and at least one type of the media is 
displayed in a background display of the display screen. 
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27. (Qrigwft tCuTTentlv Amended) A computer program product for implementing 
within a computing system a method for providing a ratcheting menu system on a display screen 
that interfaces between a user and a variety of media, the computer program protluct comprising; 

a computer readable medium for providing computer program code means 
utilized to implement the method, wherein the computer program code means is 
comprised of executable code for implementing the acts of: 

displaymg the menu system on the display screen, wherein the menu 
system includes first and second categories selectable by a viewer; 

displaying tho first category at a selected location of the display screen; 

and 

tfpea -in response to receiving a user input command corr e sponding to -a 
selection of the second category by the viewer* ratcheting th e first oatogory from 
^ie- sclected po s ition - do as to automatically rcplooo r eplacing_t lie first category 
with tho second category at the selected position of the display screen, while 
having the selected position remain constant 

28. (Original) A computer progi-am product as recited in claim 27, wherein the 
act of displaying the first category is performed by a preset, default setting. 

29. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein tlic 
act of displaying the first category is performed upon receipt of a first input command, wherein 
the first input command is received prior to the input command corresponding to the selection of 
the second category by the viewer. 

30. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 27, further 
comprising executable code for implementing the act of displaying the menu system in a 
foreground display of the display screen while displaying a typo of media in a background 
display of the display screen. 
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31, (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 27, wherein the 
first and second categories include selectable subcategories, wherein at least one of the selectable 
subcategories corresponds to launching an application independent of the type of media 
displayed in the background display of the display screen. 

32. (Original) A computer program product as recited in claim 30, wherein the 
first category corresponds to a first type of media that is displayable on the display screen, and 
wherein the second category includes options tliat correspond to a second type of media that is 
displayable on the display screen. 
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